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TAGS: ETRNTH 

SUB J : SHIPPING: THAI REFUSAL TO PERMIT ENTRY OF LASH VESSELS 
REF: A. BANGKOK 3219 B. STATE 0 33385 
TOKYO FOR MARITIME ATTACHE 

PASS MR. RICHARD GAGE. OFFICE INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES, MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION 

1. AT CEREMONY MARCH 29 DR. SIRILAK CHANDRANGSU, UNDERSECRETARY 
OF STATE, MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS, INFORMED EMBOFF THAT MINISTRY 
HAD DECIDED TO APPROVE IN PRINCIPLE USE OF LASH VESSELS IN THAI- 
LAND. NO CHANGES IN LEGISLATION OR REGULATION REQUIRED AS MINISTRY 
WOULD USE ITS AUTHORITY UNDER NEC DECREE 162 OF JUNE 6, 1972 TO 
EXEMPT LASH BARGES FROM PROVISIONS OF THAI VESSELS ACT. SINCE 
INDIVIDUAL BARGES WOULD PRESUMABLY BE IN THAI WATERS FOR NOT MORE 
THAN ONE OR TWO MONTHS AT A TIME MINISTERIAL AUTHORITY, WHICH 
PERMITS EXEMPTION FOR UP TO ONE YEAR, DEEMED ADEQUATE. 

2. LOCAL AGENT PFEL INFORMED AND WELCOMED MINISTERIAL DECISION 
AS HE EXPECTING REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE PFEL THIS WEEKEND AND 
WILL THUS BE ABLE TO MAKE PLANS FOR COMMENCEMENT LASH SERVICE TO 
BANGKOK. 
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